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City Council 

Pre-Agenda/Regular Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday 

March 12, 2019 @ 6:00 pm 

Trinity City Hall Annex 

 

Members Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Don Payne; Council members: Tommy Johnson, Jack Carico, and 

Steve Lawing.  

 

Members Absent: Mayor Jesse Hill  

 

Others Present: City Manager, Debbie Hinson; City Attorney, Bob Wilhoit; Planning Director, Marc 

Allred; City Clerk, Annette de Ruyter; Finance Officer, Lisa Beam; Public Works Director, Jonathan 

Cranford; Deputy, Kyle Cox and other interested parties.  

 

 Call to Order; Welcome Guests and Visitors  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne called the Meeting to order at 6:00 pm and welcomed everyone. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne shared with those present a tribute for Council member Byerly. Council member 

Byerly passed away on February 20, 2019. He will be missed by many people. 

 

 Review, amend if needed, and approve Proposed Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne called for changes or amendments to the agenda.  

 

Hearing none, a motion was made by Council member Lawing to approve the Agenda as presented. The 

motion was seconded by Council member Johnson and approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with 

Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

Regular Meeting Begins Here:  

 

I.      Public Comment Period 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened the Public Comment and called on those who had signed in and wished to 

speak during Public Comment to please come forth. 
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Mary Byerly, 5892 Howard Circle- Mrs. Byerly stressed her concern for safety in the community. She 

called 911 and informed Council it took 25 minutes for a Deputy to come to her home. She would like to 

have more deputies in our area. 

 

She also thanked Mayor Pro-Tem Payne for the kind words he shared about her husband, Council 

member Byerly.  

  

II. Consideration of Consent Agenda:  These items are considered routine, non-controversial 

and are considered and approved by motion, second, and vote. 

 

1. Approval of the Minutes for the January 8, 2019 City Council Meeting Minutes.  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called for discussion, changes, and or motion. 

 

A motion was made by Council member Carico to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Council member Lawing and approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse 

Hill absent. 

 

III. Annual Reports 

 

2.  Randolph County EDC 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Kevin Franklin for presentation. 

 

Mr. Franklin thanked Council for allowing him to speak and for their support the past year. 

 

The Randolph County Economic Development Corporation has worked with the City of Trinity since its 

incorporation to provide a full range of economic development services to its citizens. Our historic focus 

has been industrial development with goals of quality job creation, increased tax base and diversification 

of our economy. In 2018, it was a very positive year for industrial development in Randolph County. It 

was a year of new and expanding investments in Randolph County, highlighted by six expansions in six 

different locations in the county. Engineered Steel Products in Sophia, Ferree Trailer in Liberty, Trinity 

Furniture in Trinity, EGI Industries in Seagrove, PEMMCO in Asheboro, and Ambella in Archdale 

invested in Randolph County with their growing companies to the combined tune of $ 7,754,088 and 

nearly 79 new jobs. The Randolph County EDC assisted by obtaining $940,000 in grants for the 

expansions. 

 

Trinity Furniture will soon begin construction on a 6,600 square foot addition to its production facility. 

The company will invest $ 300,000 for the project. The expansion is necessitated by growth of over 20% 

at the company. A $55,000 N C Commerce Building Reuse Grant will assist with the company’s expense. 

Trinity Furniture has a fulltime workforce of 84 and will add 11 new jobs related to the expansion. 

 

Mr. Franklin shared with Council the Apprenticeship Randolph program. This program is in its second 

year. The program continues to thrive with sixteen participating companies and thirty-one apprentices. 

Apprenticeship Randolph pairs high school seniors and recent graduates with local manufacturers seeking 

to grow their own workforce. The four-year apprenticeship program offers students an opportunity to 

learn while they earn- upon completion the students will have obtained valuable skills, a journeyman 

certificate, and an associate degree in manufacturing technology from Randolph County Community 

College at no cost to the apprentice. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne thanked Mr. Franklin for sharing this great news with Council. 
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IV. Public Hearings 

 

3. Archdale Trinity Chamber Annual Report and Funding Request 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne called on Beverly Nelson, President of Archdale Trinity Chamber for presentation. 

 

Ms. Nelson thanked Council for allowing her to make a presentation. She discussed her purpose for being 

here tonight as included in the 3 following bullet points.  (Attachment 1). 

 

 Thank you for your support in 2018 

 Present to the Council what the Chamber has accomplished in 2018 and present the goals for 

2019 

 Also, to ask for support in the coming year. 

 

Mayor Pro- Tem Payne thanked her for her presentation and advised funding will be considered during 

the city’s annual budget review. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem opened the Public Hearing at 6:29 pm. 

 

With no one speaking for or against, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:29 pm. 

 

4. Archdale/Trinity Branch of Randolph County Library  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Matt Shaw for presentation. 

 

Mr. Shaw thanked Council for allowing him to present information regarding the Archdale Trinity 

Library. He discussed all the amenities the Library offers for the residents. (See Attachment 2) 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened the Public Hearing at 6:41 pm. 

 

With no one speaking for or against, Mayor Pro-Tem Payne closed the Public Hearing at 6:41 pm. 

 

With no other discussion, Mayor Pro-Tem Payne responded to Mr. Shaw that this request would be 

considered during Budget.  

 

5. Annual Report and Funding Request Randolph County Senior Adults 

Association  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called Mark Hensley for presentation. 

 

Mr. Hensley, Director for Randolph County Senior Adults Association discussed his request for funding r 

for the Randolph County Senior Adults Senior Association in the amount of $16,805.88.  

 

This translates to providing 5,187 meals to feed twenty (21) individuals for one year at a cost of $3.24 per 

meal. The City of Trinity currently has 19 Trinity residents receiving a meal five days a week. The cost 

for meals for one additional person has been included in the request so that a Trinity resident requesting 

meals will not be placed on the waiting list. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened the Public Hearing at 6:48 pm. 
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Hearing none for or against, Mayor Pro-Tem Payne closed the Public Hearing at 6:48 pm. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem advised Mr. Hensley this request will be considered during the Budget Workshop. 

 

6. Variance for front setback at 5673 Cedar Post St.  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Planning and Zoning Director, Allred discussed with Council that Mr. Hazelwood is requesting a variance 

for Pin # 6798677144 so that he can build a storage building across the street from his home. 

 

Mr. Allred reported the property was split by NCDOT. The variance requested is the minimum variance 

that will make possible the legal use of the land, building or structure. It will be 80’ from Cedar Post 

Road. The property is 2.34 acres. The building must be 10’ behind the front plane of the primary 

structure. The placement of the proposed structure is officially in front of the house by 175’. The building 

cannot be placed behind the house due to the topography and a stream located behind the house. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne called on anyone speaking for the Variance. 

 

Dennis Hazelwood, 5673 Cedar Post Road- Mr. Hazelwood discussed his proposed storage building. 

The building would be made of metal and the size would be 32 x 26. He advised Council the building 

would be used for storage of his lawn mower and outdoor equipment. 

 

Jeff Brown, Cedar Post Road- Mr. Brown would like to see the building setback as far from the road as 

possible.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem called on anyone speaking against. 

 

None 

 

After Council discussion, a motion was made by Council member Carico to allow the variance with a 

50’ front setback. The motion was seconded by Council member Lawing and approved with a vote of 4 

ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

7. Rezoning of PIN # 7707231834 from RA (Residential Agriculture) to HC 

(Highway Commercial) 
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred briefed Council as follows: 

 

 The area was zoned this way since it was incorporated by the City of Trinity 

 The Land Use is as follows: 

 North- Church 

 South Single-Family Residential 

 East- Single Family Residential 

 West- Vacant 
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 The Land Use for this parcel is in the Regional Center and Highway Commercial is consistent 

with the plan. 

 Total size of parcel is 3.63 acres 

 Water is available. Sewer is not. 

 The Planning and Zoning Board recommends the rezoning. The Board feels that if the owner can 

find a business that can help bring sewer across I-85, it would be beneficial for the City. 

 Staff recommends rezoning. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem opened the Public Hearing at 7:02 pm. 

 

Speaking for: 

 

Richard Cross, 5115 Village Lane, Archdale, NC- Mr. Cross would like to advertise his property 

towards commercial businesses. His feelings were having his property zoned Highway Commercial 

would increase business opportunities and prospects.   

 

Speaking against: None 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem closed the Public Hearing at 7:03 pm. 

 

A motion was made by Council member Lawing to approve the rezoning.  The rezoning is compliant 

with the Land Use Plan and would fit in with the Hopewell Church Interchange Regional Center. The 

motion was seconded by Council member Johnson and approved unanimously with a vote of 4 ayes 

and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

8. Rezoning of PIN # 7708118367 from M-2 (Light Industrial) to O&I (Office & 

Institutional)  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Planning Director, Marc Allred briefed Council: 

 

 This parcel has been zoned M-2 since the incorporation by the City of Trinity 

 The Land Use is as follows: 

 North- Single Family Residential 

 South Industrial 

 East- Commercial & Residential 

 West- Agriculture 

 The Land Use for this parcel is in the Mixed District and O & I is allowed in this district. 

 They have 2 stormwater devices on this property. They are below 24% currently, the 

stormwater devices aloe for the school system to not worry about expansion. 

 The parcel is 69.58 acres. 

 Water pressure is an issue that needs to be worked out through Davidson Water, Inc. 

Sewer is available along the Uwharrie River in the southwestern portion of the property. 

The city is asking for a sewer easement along the southern entrance of Daniels Circle. 

 Surrett Drive is a NCDOT road. A Traffic Analysis Study has been done that 

recommends improvements along Surrett Drive to enter and exit the school.  

 Improvements at NC -62 and Surrett Drive intersection. 

 NCDOT is planning on widening Surrett Drive during the opening of the school. 
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 Staff sees the opening of Trinity Middle School as a benefit to the City of Trinity. IT will 

increase traffic along Surrett Drive making it more viable for commercial business along 

the corridor. 

 The school will house 650-675 students with a maximum of 800 and 100 employees. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem opened the Public Hearing at 7:09 pm. 

 

Speaking for: 

 

Drew Wilgus, Trinity Middle- Mr. Wilgus introduced Renee Pheifer for presentation. Ms. Pheifer who 

works with the design team shared with Council, the design of the school exceeds the stacking needed. 

The team is working with NCDOT in all aspects of the traffic situation. 

 

Speaking against: 

 

Greg Tuggle, 5937 Howard Circle- Mr. Tuggle thinks the new Trinity Middle School is a great idea, it’s 

the location that is the issue. Surrett Drive is used for all the main highways. There are six (6) roads 

within a mile of the new school. He felt that the Fire Department on Surrett will be blocked during the 

rush hours when school is in session.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne closed the Public Hearing at 7:18 pm. 

 

After Council discussion, a motion was made by Council member Lawing to approve the rezoning from 

M-2 to O & I as presented. This rezoning is compliant with the Land Use Plan and would fit in with the 

Mixed-Use District. The motion was seconded by Council member Carico and approved with a vote of 

4 ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

9. Special Use Permit to allow a Middle School on PIN # 7708118367  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Planning Director, Marc Allred briefed Council: 

 

 The applicant must submit plans that show: 

 

Location and approximate size of all existing and proposed buildings and structures on the site and on 

the lots, which adjoin the site; 

 

Proposed points of access and egress and pattern of internal circulation; 

 

Layout of parking spaces; 

 

Location and extent of playgrounds and athletic fields; 

 

Estimated number of students at opening and capacity for additional students; 

 

Parking for elementary and middle schools- 5 spaces, plus 1 space per classroom employee and staff 

member; 
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Parking for senior high school- 1 space per four students, plus 1 space for each classroom, 

administrative and non-educational employee; 

 

Parking for senior high schools- 1 space per 4 students, plus 1 space for each classroom, 

administrative and non-educational employee. 

 

The maximum building height for any school building shall be 50 feet. 

 

 The buffer will be a 70 feet natural buffer. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened the Public Hearing at 7:22 pm. 

 

Speaking for: Renee Phiefer- Trinity Middle School, Ms. Phiefer is excited to bring the Trinity Middle 

School on Surrett Drive. She discussed that the commercial business on Daniel Circle will still have 

access to driveway. There will be no stormwater ponds but will provide 12-13 bus parking spaces. 

 

Speaking Against: None 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem closed the Public Hearing at 7:27 pm. 

 

After discussion between Council members, a motion was made by Council Member Johnson to 

approve the Special Use Permit. Project maintains or promotes the health, safety and general welfare 

of the community, all required regulations and standards of sound Land Use Planning and is in 

keeping with all other Land Use regulations.  It will not substantially injure the value of adjoining 

property, is in harmony with the area which it is to be located and conforms to the general plans for the 

Land Use Development in the City. The motion was seconded by Council member Lawing and 

approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

10. Text Amendment for Storage of Items under a roof  
 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Mr. Allred briefed Council about items being visible from the road under a porch or garage. This Text 

Amendment is compatible with the Land Development Plan and would keep the areas aesthetically 

pleasing.  

 

The proposed Text Amendment would read as follows: 

 

The placement, storage or use of boxes, upholstered sofas, couches, chairs, or other indoor type 

furniture not intended for outdoor use, appliances, and parts from motor vehicles; use on any open 

porch, carport, stoop, deck, veranda, terrace, patio, or other outdoor area that is visible from the 

right-of-way. Properties where the open porch, carport, stoop, deck, veranda, terrace, patio, or 

other outdoor area is greater than 500’ from the public right-of-way is exempt from the section. 

Properties that are zoned Residential Agriculture or greater than 2.5 acres are also exempt from 

this section.  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened the Public Hearing at 7:34 pm. 

 

With no one speaking for or against, Mayor Pro-Tem closed the Public Hearing at 7:34 pm. 
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A motion was made by Council member Carico to approve the Text Amendment to the Public Nuisance 

Ordinance as presented. The motion was seconded by Council member Johnson and approved with a 

vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

V. New Business 

 

11. Consider contribution to Run 5 Feed 5 (K) event sponsored by the Community 

Outreach of Archdale-Trinity (COAT)  

 

Mayor Pro- Tem Payne asked what amount the City contributed to this organization last year. Manager 

Hinson shared with Council that the City gave $1000.00 last year for the Backpack Pack program. This is 

the sixth Annual event and will take place on March 30, 2019 at Trinity High School. The program 

currently feeds over 500 children every weekend with anticipation that the number will be over 600 by 

the end of this school year. 

 

A motion was made by Council member Johnson to donate $1000.00 to the Run5 Feed 5 program. The 

motion was seconded by Council member Lawing and approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with 

Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

12. Trinity-Uwharrie Greenway Trail  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne opened this Item and called on Planning and Zoning Director, Marc Allred for 

presentation. 

 

Mr. Allred briefed Council on the creation of the Trinity Uwharrie Greenway Trail.  

 

The City of Trinity is supporting the creation of Trinity-Uwharrie Trail through Recreational Trails 

Program. This is a half-mile trail from the parking lot outside of Trinity High School Football Stadium to 

the Bathing Rock located on City of Trinity property. Randolph County will be the applicant and 

administrators of the grant. City of Trinity and Trinity High School will be participants in the grant. 

 

There is no cost to the City of Trinity except for in-kind contribution from Trinity staff. Total cost of the 

grant is $16,000. 

 

The trail will be comprised of a partial gravel section and a partial natural section. There are three (3) 

bridges that currently exist that need to be repaired or replaced by Trinity High School Agricultural 

department. 

 

After a brief discussion it was the consensus of Council get more information from the City Manager.  

 

A motion was made to approve the request to participate contingent upon requested information to be 

provided by the manager by Council member Johnson.  The motion was seconded by Council member 

Payne and approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

VI. Code Enforcement Report and Permits Report  

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Payne called on Code Enforcement Officer, Marc Allred for report. 

 

Mr. Allred discussed with Council the business known as Blue 62. I am in contact with the Randolph 

County Inspections, and to date no permits have been issued. The owner is claiming this facility is a retail 
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store not gaming, as we see it. Electronic gaming is not a business. The city has sent a letter for this 

business to close by the March 28, 2019.   

 

The Deputy has advised owners cars parked on Old Turnpike Road can be towed. 

 

Mr. Allred reiterated that our attorney, Bob Wilhoit is aware of this violation and working on this issue. 

We have had several complaints and we are working on correcting the issue.  

 

      Business from City Manager and Staff 

 

Manager Hinson asked Council to look over the Retreat Agenda that was placed at their seat tonight and 

let her know of any changes.  

 

City Clerk, Annette deRuyter advised those present of upcoming events: 

 

 Jacob Carroll pick up March 15, 2019 

 

 Retreat March 21, 2019 beginning at 8:30 am 

 

 Paper Shred, March 30, 2019 beginning at 10am until 1pm 

 

 City Haul, April 11, 12 and 13. 

 

 

VII. Business from Mayor and Council 

 

None 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Council member Johnson to adjourn the March 12, 2019 meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

The motion was seconded by Council member Carico and approved with a vote of 4 ayes and 0 nays 

with Mayor Jesse Hill absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


